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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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3. S Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given by Mark L. Hayman with 
Telephone on 06/22/2006. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
Amend the abstract to a single paragraph as shown in the attached page: 
Claims 5-23 are cancelled. 

In claim 2 line 6 replace - ID NO: 2~with-ID NO: 2, wherein said stringent condition 
comprises washing the filter with 0.1 X SSC solution at 65 *^C. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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Applicant has isolated a novel recombinant polpeptide of mwt 55000 and SEQ ID NO: 1 from 
devosia riboflavina having activity of stereoselectively reducing N-bezyl-3-pyrrolidinnone. As 
such the claimed polypeptide is novel and non-obvious. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Mohammad Meah whose telephone number Is 571-272-1261. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 8:30-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Ponnathapu Achutamurthy can be reached on 571-272-0928. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Mohammad Younus Meah, PhD 
Examiner, Art Unit 1652 
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400 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 
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ABSTRACT 

The present invention provides a novel polypeptide efficiently fomiing ®-N-benzyl-3- 
pyrrolidlnol, a polynucleotide coding for said polypeptide, and use of the same. The 
present invention relates to a polypeptide having the following physical and chemical 
properties (1) to (4): (1) activity: acting on N-benzyl-3-pyrrolidinone with NADH or 
NADPH as a coenzyme, to form (R)-N-benzyl-3-pyrrolidinol; (2) optimum PH for activity: 
5.5 to 6.0; (3) optimum temperature for activity: 50°C to 55°C; (4) molecular weight: 
about 55,000 as determined by gel filtration analysis, about 28,000 as determined by 
SDS polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis analysis. The present invention also relates to 
a polypeptide comprising the amino acid sequence shown under SEQ ID N0:1 
In the sequence listing, a polynucleotide coding for said polypeptide, and a transformant 
producing said polypeptide at high levels. 



